


A mother drops to her knees in 
gratitude after putting down the 
phone. A tired man packs his 

wife’s overnight bag while tears of joy stream 
down his face. A group of teenagers shriek 
when they hear their friend is on his way to 
the hospital!

These are a just a handful of the reactions 
that take place daily when an organ or tissue 
becomes available for transplant. Thanks 
to LifeGift, partner hospitals and, most 
importantly, 301 donors and donor families, 
reactions like this happened 967 times  
last year.

Another 2,097 donations of skin, bone, 

heart valves and corneas helped save or 
improve the lives of men, women and children 
treated for burns, orthopedic injuries, cancer, 
visual impairment and heart defects.

“There’s a saying in the donation 
community about the incredible impact a 
single donor can have on saving lives,” said 
LifeGift Chief Operating Officer Teresa 
Shafer. “Multiply that several hundred times 
and you have a ripple effect that saved literally 
thousands of lives.”

Amazingly, one full organ and tissue  
donor can help up to 80 people. You can 
register your desire to one day be a donor at 
www.DonateLifeTexas.org.

LifeGift’s Current Performance
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IT’S ALL ABOUT THE ONES – 967 TIMES!

Register now to participate 
in our seventh annual run.

5K Run/Walk
1 Mile Fun Run/Walk

Saturday, May 16, 2009

Along the Trinity River in Fort Worth
(starts at LifeGift’s office,  

1701 River Run)

Visit www.lifegift.org or  
call 817-870-0060  

for more details.

LifeGift
2nd Chance Run

Are You Really A Registered Donor?
You’ve told your family. You’ve placed the red “DONOR” sticker on your driver’s license. And 
you carry a donor card in your wallet. But, you’re not an officially registered organ and tissue 
donor until you complete the Glenda Dawson Donate Life – Texas Registry form at:
	 •	www.DonateLifeTexas.org
	 •	Your local Department of Public Safety Office when you apply for or 
		  renew your driver’s license or identification card
	 •	A LifeGift event
	 If you register online, a confirmation letter requiring your signature and that of two 
witnesses will be mailed to you within 10 business days. Sign and send the letter back in the 
postage-paid envelope provided. If you register in person, a confirmation letter and donor 
card will be sent to you in the mail. Thanks for making sure you are a registered donor!
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by Samuel M. Holtzman III, LifeGift President and CEO

I often am asked about our vision for the future.  Where are we going to be five years, 10 years 
or more from now?  What are our company goals?
     The answer to the question is quite simple. To save lives. As long as there is a waiting list 
for organ and tissue transplants, our mission is unfulfilled. The exhilaration of meeting this 
challenge will never grow old, get stale or go out of style.
	 Despite our best efforts, the list of those waiting for a transplant continues to grow faster 
than our ability to recover lifesaving organs. We must work harder and smarter than ever 
before. Lives depend upon it.
	 This past year, a record 967 transplantable organs were recovered from 301 donors – what 
an accomplishment!  Still, I believe we have it within our ability to recover perhaps more than 
500 organs every year from 400 or more donors. Five hundred more individuals who will 
receive a second chance at life – men, women and children like you and me. 
	 It will take determination, perseverance and innovation. We must build a common 
vision with our transplant centers. We must fine tune our clinical processes, improve our 
consent rates, place organs more effectively and work even more collaboratively with our top 
donation hospitals. It won’t be easy but the payoff is in lives saved. 
	 And what happens if, one day, there are no more lives to save?
	 Wouldn’t that be nice?

Leadership line

Dramatic testimony 
leads to unanimous 
“yes” to UAGA upgrade

What’s next?

INDUSTRY NEWS BRIEF

Thanks to the touching stories of three Texas 
families, House Bill 2027 of the 81st Texas 
legislative session is believed to be on 
its way to becoming adopted legislation. 
The bill, designed to update the Uniform 
Anatomical Gift Act (UAGA) which was 
established in 1968, was the 11th of 25 up 
for review on March 31 – a day in which 
the Public Health Committee spent six hours 
reviewing just the first bill on the list.
	 Outside the hearing room, 3-year-old 
liver recipient Nicholas Sambilay and 
6-year-old liver recipient Mikey Weathersby 
entertained themselves roaming the halls of 
the state capitol building. The boys, their 
parents and fellow transplant recipient Bryan 
Rawlins were there to provide testimony to the 
blessings of organ donation and persuade a 
speedy expedition of the bill. A quick run-in 
with committee chair Lois Kolkhorst changed 
what seemed to be a potentially long and 
exhausting day into one of celebration. 
Captivated by Nicholas and Mikey’s charms 
and after learning the purpose of their visit, 
Kolkhorst asked the committee to skip straight 
to bill 2027.
	 For 15 minutes the committee heard of 
Nicholas’ battle with Biliary Atresia, leading 
to a transplant at 4 months old, of the liver 
transplant Mikey received when he was only 
5 months old, and learned how Rawlins 
ran the best 10k of his life after receiving a 
kidney from his brother.
	 That day a unanimous vote placed UAGA 
in line for a policy upgrade that will help 
save more lives by maximizing organ and 
tissue donation. Follow the bill’s status at  
www.legis.state.tx.us.

See photo on page 5.

celebrating donation
Texas Health Harris Methodist Hospital Fort Worth kicked off Donate Life 
Month with a flag-raising ceremony representing those who gave the gift of life.  
Mike and Berni Elder helped to raise the Donate Life flag in honor of their only 
child, Chris, who passed away almost seven years ago and was an organ and tissue 
donor. The flag was flown the entire month of April and now will be raised every time 
someone donates or receives an organ transplant. Above, left to right, are Mike and 
Berni Elder, with LifeGift’s Ron Ehrle and Texas Health Fort Worth’s Terry Akin.
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Vital Volunteer Profile: Dave Courtney

Si se puede…yes WE can!

Vital Volunteer Dave Courtney, right, with brothers Dan, left, and Steve, 
months before Dave’s transplant

You’d never suspect that Dave Courtney received a lung transplant 
seven months ago. Just consider his whirlwind of activity in support 
of LifeGift and advocacy to improve the nation’s organ donation  
and procurement system. 

	 Courtney, 52, of Plainview, Texas, crisscrosses the country to 
speak to patient and civic groups. He testifies on Capitol Hill and  
in state capitols to advocate for a Presumed Consent Policy, and 
since 2002 has served as vice president and director of public 
relations for the Presumed Consent Foundation. He co-founded and 
continues to coordinate the West Texas Alpha-1 Self Support Group 
and serves on the board of directors of the Fair Allocations  
in Research Foundation. 
	 He’s a husband, father and grandfather, and an ordained 
deacon and men’s leader at his Baptist church. He loves to fish and 
enjoyed a Bass Tournament in March. And all of this without having 
to drag along oxygen bottles and other supplies for breathing 
treatments. “Life is good, I can BREATHE!” Courtney said.
	 Before his lung transplant this past September, Courtney suffered 
from constant lung infections due to Alpha-1 Antitrypsin Deficiency. 
His brothers, Dan and Steve, also have Alpha-1. Dan is awaiting a 
bilateral lung transplant.
	 Thanks to Vital Volunteers like Dave Courtney, LifeGift continues to 
have a strong presence in the West Texas community and beyond.

A s Dallas Foster reflects on his life, memories of birthdays 
and special occasions fill his thoughts. But one individual 
and a particular anniversary stand above the rest. Every day, 

Foster thinks of the organ donor who gave him a second chance at life 
by providing him a lifesaving heart. Foster soon will celebrate a decade 
post-transplant.

For years, Foster’s joined numerous others in promoting the 
need for more organ and tissue donors. Now, through LifeGift’s new 
Minority Outreach Committee, efforts will focus more heavily on 
reaching out to Hispanic, African-American and Asian communities. 
The outreach will address cultural concerns and misconceptions which 
prevent some minorities from saying “yes” to donation.

The committee’s goal: make the donation dialogue a proactive 
conversation and register potential donors in the Glenda Dawson 
Donate Life – Texas Registry. The committee also hopes to expand 
the dialogue through a grassroots campaign with clergy leaders and 
establish workplace partnerships, promoting donation within local 
minority businesses. 

Foster says it’s crucial that families discuss donation before they 
find themselves making the decision for their loved one. For Foster and 
his family, knowing their mother’s wish was helpful when they donated 
her organs more than 10 years ago.

For details on LifeGift’s Minority Outreach Committee, contact 
Ariana Montelongo at Amontelongo@LifeGift.org 

or 713-523-4438. 

Dallas Foster
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Si se puede…yes WE can!
Testimonios conmovedores inspiran 
modernización de legislación y un 
voto unánimeMientras Dallas Foster refleja sobre su vida, 

recuerdos de cumpleaños y ocasiones especiales 

llenan su memoria. Pero un individuo y un 

aniversario en particular resaltan sobre el resto. 

Todos los días, Foster piensa en el donante de 

órganos quien le proveo una segunda oportunidad 

de vida mediante la donación de su corazón. Foster 

pronto celebrara una década con su nuevo corazón.

	 Por años, Foster se ha unido con otros 

voluntarios de LifeGift para promocionar la donación 

de órganos y tejidos. Ahora, por medio del nuevo 

comité de alcance a los grupos minoritarios, habrá 

mas concentración en alcance a la comunidad 

hispana, Afro-Americana y Asiática. El esfuerzo será 

enfocado en identificar las costumbres culturales y 

mitos que previenen a muchos grupos minoritarios 

de decir “sí” a la donación. 

	 El objetivo del comité: convertir el dialogo de 

donación a una conversación proactiva en vez 

de reactiva, y registrar personas que desean ser 

donantes en el registro estatal Glenda Dawson 

Donate Life – Texas Registry. Por medio del registro, 

los residentes de Tejas pueden declarar legalmente 

su consentimiento para ser donantes de órganos 

y tejidos después de fallecer. El comité también 

lanzara una campaña para expander el dialogo de 

donación por medio de la iglesia católica y otras 

instituciones religiosas, y con los negocios locales 

que servician a las comunidades minoritarias. 

	 Hablando por experiencia, Foster agrega que 

es importante que el dialogo de donación tome 

inicie dentro de la familia. Para Foster y su familia la 

decisión de donar los órganos de su mama cuando 

ella falleció hace diez años fue más fácil porque ella 

había notificado a toda la familia que ella deseaba 

donar vida. 

	 Para mas detalles sobre el comité de alcance 

a las minorías, contacte a Ariana Montelongo 

en Amontelongo@LifeGift.org o llame al 

713-523-4438.

noticias español

G racias a las historias conmovedoras de tres familias Tejanas, la propuesta 
2027 de la 81 sesión legislativa de Texas indica estar en camino a convertirse 
en legislación. La propuesta intenta modernizar legislación que fue 

establecida en 1968 bajo el acta Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (UAGA), cual estableció 
leyes uniformes de donaciones anatómicas. La propuesta era numero 11 en la lista de 25 
propuestas a ser revisadas el 31 de marzo – un día en cual el Comité de Salud Publica 
exhausto seis horas revisando solamente la primera propuesta del día. 
	 Afuera de las paredes de la sala legislativa, dos niños jugaban en los pasillos del 
capitolio estatal.  Nicholas Sambilay de 3 años y Mikey Weathersby de 6, quienes 
recibieron trasplantes de hígado pocos meses después de nacer, eran acompañados de 
sus padres y de Bryan Rawlins, un receptor de trasplante de riñón. El grupo esperaba 
pacientemente su turno para dirigirse al comité y proveer testimonio a las bendiciones 
recibidas por medio de la donación de órganos y tejidos. Un día que parecía ser largo 
y cansado rápidamente se convirtió a uno de triunfo después de un breve encuentro 
entre el grupo y Lois Kolkhorst, la directora del comité. Al aprender el propósito de 
la visita del grupo y ser conmovida por las historias de las tres familias, Kolkhorst 
inmediatamente ordeno que el comité dirigiera su atención a la propuesta 2027.  
	 Por 15 minutos el comité escucho sobre la lucha que Nicholas sufrió contra la 
artesia bilateral, cuya enfermedad causo que Nicholas recibiera un trasplante de hígado 
solamente 4 meses después de nacer. El comité también aprendió del trasplante de 
hígado que Mikey recibió a los 5 meses de edad, y se entero sobre los triunfos deportivos 
que Rawlins ha logrado después de recibir el riñón de su hermano. 
	 Ese día un voto unánime avanzo la propuesta 2027 y UAGA para modernizar leyes 
antiguas que ayudaran a mejor servir las necesidades de las más de 101,000 personas 
esperando un trasplante de órgano y miles más que requieren de trasplantes de tejidos. 
Observe el estatus de la propuesta 2027 en www.legis.state.tx.us.

El mejoramiento de leyes aumentaría 
la posibilidad de recibir una segunda 
oportunidad de vida y ofrecería 
esperanza a familias como los 
Sambilay y Weathersby, cuyos hijos 
fueron bendecidos con trasplantes de 
hígado. De izquierda a derecha están 
J.R. y Heather Sambilay con el pequeño 
Nicholas y su hermana mayor, Ashton, 
quienes también fueron acompañados 
por Marie y Rickey Weathersby con sus 
hijos Mikey (izq.) y Kendall.

Policy upgrades would help augment 
the possibility of receiving a second 
chance at life and offer hope to families 
like the Sambilays and Weathersbys 
whose sons were blessed with liver 
transplants. Featured from left to right 
are J.R. and Heather Sambilay with 
Nicholas and his big sister Ashton, 
who were joined by Marie and Rickey 
Weathersby and their sons Mikey (left) 
and Kendall.
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1. LifeGift’s Mia Hunter, center, and Patrick Sena present a donor family with a memorial 	
	 candle at the Donor Family Memorial Service in Amarillo on Nov. 17.

2. Justin Johnson, LifeGift donation clinical specialist, lights candles in honor of several 	 	
	 donors whose families could not attend the Donor Family Memorial Service in Fort Worth  
	 on March 2.	

3. �Donor family members surround LifeGift Donation Clinical Specialist Mary Bauchert, center, 
at the Candlelighting Memorial Service on Dec. 12 in Houston.

4. �A new member of the Workplace Partnership for Life program, Houston-based Mustang 
Engineering has committed to register 500 employees as organ and tissue donors by the 
end of 2009. A Mustang employee, LifeGift Vital Volunteer and liver recipient, Rex Maus, 
center in back, and wife Linda, third from right, kicked off the program Oct. 9 with help 
from, left to right, LifeGift’s Sam Holtzman, Meredith Sharp, Catherine Burch Graham,  
Mark Roth and Ariana Montelongo. �

5. �A dove release – representing all united in the cause of saving lives – concluded the 
Celebration XL – 40 Years of Saving Lives program. The April 15 event honored the 
thousands of lives saved through organ and tissue donation and transplantation. 

6. �Celebration XL featured, left to right, LifeGift President and CEO Sam Holtzman, heart 
recipient and donor family member Dallas Foster, LifeGift Board Chair Brenda Lyon, donor 
family member Jenna Rubio, Ben Hayes and son Landon (who will one day need a transplant) 
and Texas Medical Center President, CEO and COO Richard E. Wainerdi, P.E., Ph.D.

7. �Vital Volunteers, left to right, Angie Eldam, Don Kendrick, Elizabeth Ross, Jim West and Kay 
Kendrick enjoy Celebration XL, hosted in Houston’s Texas Medical Center as part of National 
Donate Life Month.
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Honoring 
donors and 
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life at LifeGift 
events
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AccoladesSound Bites
In April, a call for Hispanics to register 
as donors was made during an interview 
segment on Houston’s KXLN-TV, 
while Lubbock’s Magic 93.7 FM 
discussed myths and misconceptions 
about donation among minorities, in a 
story on “Tejano Health 101.” 

An April Fort Worth Star-Telegram 
article touted National Donate Life 
Month and highlighted a flag-raising 
event held at Texas Health Harris 
Methodist Hospital Fort Worth 
honoring organ donors and recipients. 
See story on page 3.  

The story of the gifts of donation 
provided by donor Zachary Torres 

was featured in a front-page, full-length 
article in The Slatonite March 26. 

Heart recipient and LifeGift Vital 
Volunteer Andy Benavides shared 
his moving story during February, 
National Heart Month, in a radio 
interview that aired multiple times on 
Houston’s 1010 AM La Tremenda. He 
was also interviewed on Houston’s 
Party 93.3 FM in March. 

The Amarillo Globe-News reported 
in November on 3-month-old organ 
donor Katie Pulsifer and the 
3-month-old California girl who 
received her heart.

LifeGift’s Shan Wolff provided 
clinical expertise in an October Fort 
Worth Star-Telegram story about the 
advances in cell-transplant research. 

Tarrant County Commissioner Gary 

Fickes, right, presented a proclamation 
honoring April as National Donate Life 
Month in Tarrant County to LifeGift 
volunteer and liver recipient Roger 

Williams, left, and LifeGift’s Deb Powers 
and Ron Ehrle. Commissioner Fickes 
received a liver transplant in January 2008. 

Musculoskeletal 

Transplant Foundation 
(MTF) honored 
LifeGift with 
the Obelisk 

Award 

in 2008, 
recognizing 
the successful 
20-year 
partnership 
between 
the two organizations. A 
nonprofit organization, 
MTF is the nation’s largest 
tissue bank. 

The Association of General Contractors (AGC) recognized the new LifeGift 
headquarters in Houston and Fretz Construction (the building construction team) with 

a 2008 Apex Award in the 
healthcare category. The project 
was selected based on its quality of 
workmanship, contribution to the 
community and/or environment, 
timely completion, difficulty 
of construction and unique 
qualifications. Photographed at the 

event were: left to right, Jerry Nevlud, president/CEO of the AGC Houston Chapter; Fretz 
Construction’s Bob Fretz Jr. and Ryan Temple; LifeGift’s Jessica Leibold and Sam Holtzman; 
and Steve Percival, chairman of the board of AGC.

The LifeGift 2008 
Annual Report and 2009 
Calendar – designed by 
the Balcom Agency 
and printed by Nieman 

Printing –  won an 
Award of Excellence 
from the PIA (Printing 
& Imaging Association of 
Mid-America) Graphic 

Excellence Awards Competition. Also, the American 
Advertising Federation of Fort Worth recognized 
LifeGift with two Bronze Addy Awards in the 
multimedia campaign category for its communication 
pieces and in the nonprofit website category for 
LifeGift’s new website.
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Communications Center
800-633-6562

www.lifegift.org

Southeast Region
2510 Westridge Street
Houston, Texas 77054
713-523-4438
713-737-8110 fax

North Region
1701 River Run, Suite 300
Fort Worth, Texas 76107
817-870-0060
817-870-2073 fax

West Region
6001 B Spur 327		
Lubbock, Texas 79424
806-798-5568
806-798-5572 fax

1200 Wallace Boulevard
Amarillo, Texas 79106
806-351-5890
806-351-5891 fax
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1701 River Run, Suite 300
Fort Worth, Texas 76107

Donor father Mike Elder 
prepares to release the 
monarch butterfly he 
received at the LifeGift 
Donor Family Memorial 
Service on March 2. 

See more LifeGift event photos  
on page 6.




