


Car show pays 
tribute to  
lifesaving boy

Four-year-old Christopher “Toadbucket” 
Barnes may have been a little guy,  
but he sure can inspire a large event! 

Close to 200 classic and “muscle” cars 
highlighted the First Annual Toadbucket 
Nationals Classic Car Show, an April 12  
event in Lubbock honoring the youngster 
whose organ donation saved the lives of  
four individuals. 

“Christopher loved classic cars, so this is 
a great way to honor his memory,” said his 
mother, Gail. She, her husband, Jody, and 
their 7-year-old son, Conner, met one of 
Christopher’s kidney recipients a day before 
the car show. 

“Meeting him  
(the recipient) is 
important; he’s a  
part of our family 
now that our son’s 
a part of him,” Gail 
remarked about 
54-year-old Ernesto 
Slater. “By getting 
to know us better, 
Ernesto can learn more about Christopher.” 

In addition to Slater, another Texas man 
received Christopher’s other kidney; a 1-year-
old boy received his liver; and a 2-year-old girl 
received his heart. 

“Christopher touched many lives,” Slater 
said. “Thanks to his gift of life, my family  
still has a father, husband and brother. I am 
eternally grateful to the Barnes’ for their 

courageous gift.”
Highlighting the event was a 

siren wail by numerous fire trucks 
and ambulances, followed by a 
moment of silence and the release 
of hundreds of balloons bearing 
loving messages to Christopher.

Event proceeds will benefit 
LifeGift donor family programs. 
Plus, 75 individuals at the event 
joined the Glenda Dawson  
Donate Life – Texas Registry.

AirHogs team
with LifeGift

The Grand Prairie AirHogs may be 
fierce competitors on the field, but 
they have a soft spot for helping the 

community. That’s why they teamed with 
LifeGift and The Nicklas Foundation to promote 
organ and tissue donation at the Saturday, 
June 21 game against the Shreveport Sports.

“That night, we played in honor of all of 
the organ and tissue donors who have given 
others the gift of life,” said AirHogs Vice 
President/General Manager Dave Burke. 

The game was a win for everyone. Not 
only did the AirHogs beat the Sports by one 
run (AirHogs 5, Sports 4), but 100 AirHogs 
fans and staff members also registered to 
become organ and tissue donors. 

See more photos at www.lifegift.org.

LifeGift’s Current Performance

Organ donation  
consent rate

Oct.1, 2007 – June 30, 2008
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Clockwise from left: Gail Barnes, Ernesto Slater, Jody and Conner Barnes 
gather around Christopher’s favorite car.

Christopher Barnes’ organ 
donation saved four lives 
and touched many more.
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Vital Volunteer Brittany Massengale and LifeGift staff 
member Mark Penninger watch as AirHogs mascot 
“Ace Baron” registers as a donor.
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by Dr. Richard Wainerdi 

As the world’s medical community continues to mourn the loss of  the great  
  Dr. Michael E. DeBakey, there is one accolade that didn’t make the news – his  
  fervent support for organ and tissue donation.

Just three short years ago, Dr. DeBakey walked into the offices of LifeGift, our Houston-
based organ and tissue recovery agency, and surprised staff members by expressing his 
gratitude for their work on behalf of transplant recipients. The hour-long meet and greet 
(which included the esteemed surgeon posing for photographs with LifeGift staff ), 
arranged by his fellow colleague and LifeGift board member Dr. George Noon, was just the 
morale boost needed during a hectic time for the organization.

More importantly, Dr. DeBakey shined a light on a truism – without donated organs, 
transplantation is not possible. While “living to living” donation exists for some kidney and, 
in rarer cases, liver recipients, organs donated by deceased individuals are needed most.

How crucial is the need? At press time, 99,488 individuals await an organ transplant. 
Nearly 3,000 are in LifeGift’s service area alone! Sadly, 17 men, women and children will die 
today in the U.S. because of the great need. While LifeGift is one of the most productive 
agencies in the country, the supply can’t meet the demand.

More than 50 percent of the  
waiting list includes ethnic 
minorities; yet, only one-third  
of all donors in 2007 were  
non-Caucasian. August focuses 
on National Minority Donor 
Awareness, a time to highlight 
the great need for minorities – 
and all people – to register to 
become a donor.

Open that laptop, even your 
PDA or head down to the 
Department of Public Safety 
driver’s license office and register 
to become a donor. I did it online 
at www.DonateLifeTexas.org 
and it took less than five minutes. 

The Texas Medical Center has 
some of the greatest and most 
prolific transplant programs in 
the world. Let’s keep it that way 
and save more lives.

Leadership line

Medal of honor  
winners named

Saluting greatness

INDUSTRY NEWS BRIEF

Eleven hospitals throughout North, Southeast 
and West Texas have been recognized with 
a medal of honor by the U.S. Department of 
Health & Human Services for their exemplary 
performance in organ donation. Each of these 
hospitals achieved a 75 percent or higher 
conversion rate for potential donors who 
became actual donors during any 12-month 
period since August 2006.

LifeGift congratulates these partner  
hospitals on their achievement and commitment 
to saving lives!

WEST REGION
Covenant Medical Center
Northwest Texas Hospital 

NORTH REGION
Cook Children’s Medical Center
Medical Center of Arlington 
Plaza Medical Center 

SOUTHEAST REGION
Ben Taub General Hospital 
Memorial Hermann Memorial City Hospital
Memorial Hermann Southwest Hospital
Memorial Hermann – Texas Medical Center 
St. Joseph Medical Center
Texas Children’s Hospital

The newly redesigned Texas Organ Donor 
specialty license plate now features the 
Donate Life Texas logo 
and website. Encourage 
other drivers to register 
as an organ and tissue 
donor on the Glenda 
Dawson Donate Life – Texas Registry by 
ordering your new plates today. Download 
an application form at http://www.dot.
state.tx.us/forms/specialty_plates.
htm and select Organ Donor under 
Specialty Plates.

Saluting 

Dr. Michael E. DeBakey
1908-2008

LifeGift salutes the life-long work of transplant 
pioneer Dr. Michael E. DeBakey, who died 
July 11. Three years ago, the heart surgeon 
showed up at LifeGift’s Houston office and  
met with staff – thanking them for their work  
in saving lives. Here he is flanked by  
LifeGift’s Sam Holtzman and heart surgeon  
Dr. George Noon.

New license  
plate available
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Houston-based LifeGift volunteers Al and 
Sandra Whitney flank Lindsey 
Fuhrman shortly before her January wedding 
to Adam Allgeier in Pennsylvania. Fuhrman is 
a heart recipient whose organ donor was the 
Whitneys’ daughter, Samantha. Since meeting 
on the nationally syndicated Tyra talk show in 
2006, the Fuhrman and Whitney families have 
become close.

To love and honorApril 3 began as a celebration of the opening of LifeGift’s new building  
in Houston, but it quickly became much more for Vital Volunteer  
Carla Buchinger.

Buchinger arrived at LifeGift that day ready to speak with reporters about her  
experience as a donor mother and tissue recipient. As she waited for a reporter to arrive, 
LifeGift Donor Family Services Coordinator Kim LeGros approached Buchinger with the 
news that her son’s liver recipient was at the event and wished to meet her. Overwhelmed 

with emotion,  
Buchinger agreed.

Carla’s son, James, 
was just 18 when he died 
following a car accident 
in July 2000. Carla, her 
husband, Ken, and son, 
Brett, 13 at the time, 
made the decision to 
donate James’ organs 
and tissues. 

Meanwhile, liver 
recipient Johnny  

Dorsett and his wife, Mary, were eager to tour the new LifeGift building. Catching up  
with LeGros in the lobby, Dorsett asked her when she could set up a time and date for  
him to meet his donor family. She quickly realized that a member of his donor family  
was upstairs! 

Minutes after LifeGift CEO Sam Holtzman cut the ribbon to officially open the new 
building, Buchinger discussed her anticipation about meeting one of her son’s recipients. 
As the television camera rolled, Dorsett entered the room and was welcomed with open 
arms and a long embrace from Buchinger. Tears flowed as they both revealed how long 
they had anticipated this day. 

For the next three hours, Buchinger shared stories about James, while the Dorsetts told 
her about the presence he has had in Johnny’s life. They were surprised to learn that both 
Carla and Johnny have been long-time LifeGift Vital Volunteers, but had never met or 
attended the same event until that momentous day.

Vital Volunteers celebrate momentous occasions

Photo courtesy of TriCoast Photography.

On June 1, Girl Scout Troop #4233 of Windsor 
Village United Methodist Church, Sunshine 
Service Unit, held a donor registration drive 
at the church as part of their Gift of Life Patch 
project. The 8-year-old students worked with 
Vital Volunteers Elizabeth Ross and Ivyless 
Swan. Houston Mayor Bill White, 
shown 
at right, 
stopped by 
for a quick 
picture and 
words of 
praise for 
their work.

a drive for donationVital Volunteer Carla Buchinger, center, is flanked by fellow volunteers Johnny 
and Mary Dorsett.
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“Si Se Puede:” Grupos Minoritarios  
y La Donación de Órganos y Tejidos

noticias español

De Colores…
Un reflejo de sus comunidades rodeantes, LifeGift tiene el honor  
de presumir un equipo de mas de 170 individuos y de representar 
múltiples etnicidades.

“Al valorar nuestra diversidad, podemos atender las necesidades en 
nuestra área de servicio, y mas importante, las de nuestras familias 
donantes tan diversas, de la mejor manera posible,” dice Monique 
LeFlore, directora de recursos humanos de LifeGift.

Recursos
Mientras muchos de nuestros esfuerzos son dedicados a nuestras 
familias donantes quienes toman la decisión de donar organos y tejidos 
después del fallecimiento de sus seres queridos, ahora existe la 
oportunidad de quitar esa gran carga de encima de las familias mediante  
un registro donde la decisión de ser donante es oficialmente reconocida.     

El proceso es sencillo y puede registrarse mediante las oficinas  
de licencia de conducir del Departamento de Seguridad Publica ó 
acceder el registro en español mediante la página  
www.DoneVidaTexas.org y www.DonateLifeTexas.org en ingles.

Se supone que los estudiantes médicos de 25 años de edad no 
deben enfermarse. Por eso, cuando Yijia Chen fue informada 
que necesitaría un transplante de riñón, ella fue consumida por 

incredulidad y miedo. Los siguientes  
10 meses fueron llenos de visitas al  
doctor y estancias de hospital que  
parecían interminables. 

Ahora con 27 años de edad, y casi  
dos años después de ser transplantada,  
Chen se refiere a su experiencia  
como minoría de origen  
Asia-Americana, como  
algo “único” tanto  
para ella como a su  
familia. “Los grupos minoritarios  
enfocan mucha atención en la pérdida  
de un ser querido y no en el regalo de vida que la donación 
proporciona. Mi familia sentía un gran pésame por mi donante y su 
familia cuando yo recibí su riñón.” 

La Espera
Mientras LifeGift es una de las agencias más productivas del país 
habiendo recuperado 950 órganos para trasplantación de 300 
donantes el año pasado (de lo cual 47 por ciento eran donantes de 
origen minoritaria) y mantiene una taza de donación de grupos 
minoritarios un 20 por ciento más alto que el nivel nacional, la 
necesidad de donantes de órganos aun es muy grande. 

Importancia de Donación  
entre Grupos Minoritarios 
Los hispanos, afro americanos y asiáticos representan 60 por ciento  
de los enlistados en la lista nacional de espera de riñones, pero 
constituyen solamente el 35 por ciento de donantes. ¿A que se debe el 
desnivel? Ariana Montelongo, quien maneja la educación a grupos 
minoritarios para LifeGift, pasa gran parte de su tiempo disipando 
mitos y malentendidos sobre la donación.      

“Los hospitales exhaustan todos los esfuerzos para salvar las vidas 
de individuos sin importar que estén designados como donantes. El 
proceso de donación es manejado por los empleados de organizaciones 
como LifeGift, y no por el personal del hospital.”

Yijia Chen

LifeGift esta realizando y pasando a la historia debido al 
reconocimiento de ser la primera agencia de recuperación de 
órganos y tejidos de su estilo en todo el estado. Localizado en 
Houston, el nuevo edificio es el hogar de las oficinas directivas  
y región sureste. Con más de cinco meses adentro, el personal 
de LifeGift ya ha realizado más de 100 recuperaciones de tejido 
en las salas de operación citadas en el nuevo edificio. 

“Con este edificio podemos ofrecerle mejor ayuda a la  
comunidad,” dice Sam Holtzman, presidente de LifeGift. “Al 
reducir el tiempo exhaustado en cada caso, la cantidad de  
recuperaciones incrementa, de manera que podemos proporcionar 
más donaciones y salvar más vidas.”

En mayo, el equipo de recuperación de tejido inició la 
recuperación de hueso, piel, válvulas cardiacas, y venas mediante 
dos quirófanos “ultimo modelo.” Holtzman supone que la 
cantidad de tejido recuperado anualmente aumentará un 10 por 
ciento. El año pasado, LifeGift recuperó mas de 1,600 donaciones 
de tejido – que se convirtieron en miles de injertos de tejido. La 
organización espera sobrepasar esta estadística en el 2008.

Formando parte de las festividades del Mes Nacional – Done 
Vida, LifeGift celebró la gran apertura del edificio con un festejo 
ceremonial el 3 de abril. Vea fotos en página 6.

LIFEGIFT LOGRA META A NIVEL ESTATAL
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New building. New life.
LifeGift

Grand Opening Events
April 3-4, 2008
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1. �Left to right, Dr. R. Patrick Wood, liver recipient Senator Mario Gallegos, Marie Weathersby, 
LifeGift board member Roland Smith and Texas Medical Center President Dr. Richard 
Wainerdi watch as LifeGift CEO Sam Holtzman helps 5-year-old liver recipient  
Michael Weathersby cut the ribbon to officially open the new building on April 3.

2. �LifeGift’s Sam Holtzman, left, and donor father Reg Green enjoy the employee  
celebration on Friday, April 4. Green spoke at the grand opening and signed copies 
of his books about his son, Nicholas, and the impact donation can have.

3. �LifeGift staff members Liza Juarez, Mia Hunter and Tina LeVert reconnect at the  
grand opening.

4. �The most unique features of the new building are two operating rooms, enabling tissue 
to be recovered on site. LifeGift is the only procurement organization in Texas to offer 
these facilities.

5. �Houston Dynamos professional soccer player Craig Waibel signed autographs at  
the grand opening on April 3, posing for photos with fans like LifeGift’s Ericka Bonnee-
Puente.

6. �Will Snipes, right, gives guests a tour of the Communications Center, which handles 
organ and tissue donation referral calls 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

7. �LifeGift staff members enjoyed a crawfish boil during the grand opening employee 
celebration. Shown left to right are Anabel Hollie, Ryan Connor, Manny Rodriguez 
and Melissa Montgomery.

8. �The second-floor executive suite in the LifeGift building features an impressive view of 
Houston’s Reliant Stadium, home to the Houston Texans professional football team.
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AccoladesSound Bites
The April 3 grand opening of 
LifeGift’s new building received  
coverage from Houston’s KTRH and 
KUHF Radio and Texas Medical Center 
News, which also ran donation-related 
articles in its Donate Life issue on  
April 15. Coverage from CW 39 News 
featured donor mother Carla Buchinger 
meeting recipient Johnny Dorsett. See 
article on page 4. 

On May 17, KXLN-TV, the Houston 
Univision affiliate, featured 34-year-old 
heart-transplant recipient and LifeGift 
Vital Volunteer Carlos Lemus. Lemus 
and LifeGift’s Ariana Montelongo 
discussed minorities and organ donation 
during a live interview later that week  
on Houston morning radio show  
“El Despertador con Daniel Pol” and in a 
July 13 Semana News full-page article.  

Lubbock’s ABC, CBS, Fox and  
Telemundo affiliates ran multiple news 
stories about National Donate Life 
Month, highlighting the Toadbucket 

Nationals Classic Car Show.  
In addition, KEJS Radio featured public 
service announcements and an interview 
about the event. See article on page 2. 

LifeGift’s Meredith Sharp discussed 
donation and the North Region’s 
Second Chance Run on BizRadio 
1110 AM in Fort Worth on May 17. 

The July 18 Lufkin Daily News ran a 
story about local double-lung transplant 
recipient, Cindy Ramsey, focusing on 
her strong religious faith and one-year 
transplant anniversary.

Early April marked the official opening of 
LifeGift’s new headquarters, as well as the 
launch of the newly redesigned LifeGift 
website. The site features easier navigation, 
expanded profiles of donors and recipients, 
and additional resources for healthcare 
professionals. More features will continue to 
be added. Visit www.lifegift.org to 
explore the new site. 

During National Donate Life Month in 
April, Cook Children’s Medical Center 
in Fort Worth dedicated a new Walk of 

Honor, recognizing children who gave the 
gift of life through organ and tissue donation. 
LifeGift helped support this memorial, 
which features a 
wall inscribed with 
the names of 
children who 
became donors. 
Each year, additional donor names will be 
added. The Walk of Honor is part of the 

Cook Children’s Prayer Garden at the front 
of the medical center. 

LifeGift’s 2007 Second Chance Run T-shirt 
continues to receive recognition. This time, 
the American Advertising Federation 

10th District (Texas, Arkansas, Louisiana 
and Oklahoma) awarded a Bronze Addy 
to LifeGift and the Balcom Agency for the 
unique design.

Tarrant County Commissioner Gary 

Fickes, right, presented LifeGift’s Teresa 

Shafer, left, Ron Ehrle and donor family 
member Sharon 

Homan with a 
proclamation 
honoring April as 
National Donate 
Life Month in Tarrant County. The presentation 
took place at the first Commissioners Court 
meeting Commissioner Fickes attended since 
receiving a liver transplant in January.

How Can I Help?
Make plans now for your faith community to participate in the National Donor  
Sabbath Nov. 14 through Nov. 16.

Observed on a weekend before Thanksgiving, National Donor Sabbath offers faith 
communities an opportunity to focus on the life-affirming gifts that can be passed to  
others through organ and tissue donation. 

Viewed as an act of compassion and generosity, organ and tissue donation is  
supported by every mainstream religion in the U.S. Temples, churches, mosques and 
other places of worship observe the National Donor Sabbath in a variety of ways, 
including bulletin stuffers, pastoral sermons, booths and testimonials during services.

LifeGift, along with donation and transplant professionals across the country, work 
with faith leaders to increase awareness of donation and transplantation and the critical 
need for donors during this weekend. 

Specifically, LifeGift can provide:
- �Speakers to present the topic of organ and tissue donation
- �Articles for church bulletins
- �Donate Life - Texas Registry information and/or donor registration drives

Email vitalvolunteers@lifegift.org or call Meredith Sharp at 800-633-6562 to request 
speaker, materials or more information.
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Communications Center
800-633-6562

www.lifegift.org

Southeast Region
2510 Westridge Street
Houston, Texas 77054
713-523-4438
713-737-8110 fax

North Region
1701 River Run, Suite 300
Fort Worth, Texas 76107
817-870-0060
817-870-2073 fax

West Region
6001 B Spur 327		
Lubbock, Texas 79424
806-798-5568
806-798-5572 fax

1200 Wallace Boulevard
Amarillo, Texas 79106
806-351-5890
806-351-5891 fax
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FORT WORTH—Nearly 600 runners and walkers participated in  
the sixth annual LifeGift Second Chance Run on May 17. In addition 
to the record-breaking participation in the 5K and 1-Mile Fun Run, 
more than 50 individuals signed up as donors on the Donate Life –  
Texas Registry. Photo courtesy of Movin’ Pictures.

HOUSTON—Houston was the mid-point of A Ride Across 
America, a cross-country trek promoting organ and 
tissue donation. Arriving at LifeGift on April 25, the 
ATVs Across America team is made up of co-founders 
Kevin (seated left) and Greg Monroe (seated right), 
brothers of kidney recipient Elliot, as well as liver recipient 
Brian Hinsley (standing right), Jon Monroe (middle) and 
Brian Koontz (standing left).

houston—LifeGift’s Jan Barnett, left, Pat Rubin 
and Trent Mabry are all smiles at the employee 
celebration on April 4. See more photos on 
page 6.




